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REPORT. 


ORGANIZATION. 

The  Committee  was  organized  as  follows  : 

J.  Mason  Everett,  Chairman. 

Arthur  C.  Kollock,  Secretary. 

J.  Mason  Everett,  Geo.  F.  Sumner,  and  Arthur  C. 
Kollock,  Committee  on  Text  Books. 

Sub  Committees : 

High  School,  J.  Mason  Everett. 

District,  No.  1,  J.  W.  Wattles, 

“ “ 2,  Isaac  Horton, 

“ “ 3,  y.  J.  Messinger, 

“ “ 4,  Jesse  Fenno, 

“ “ 5,  Geo.  E.  Downes, 

“ “ 6,  Thos.  Lonergan, 

“ “ 7,  Arthur  C.  Kollock. 

Frederic  Endicott,  Siipt.  of  Schools. 

D.  C.  F.  Ellis,  Agent  for  sale  of  School  Books. 

John  S.  Wattles,  4 

Lucius  Edson,  > Truant  Officers. 

Chas.  N.  Draper,  ) 

FINANCIAL. 

The  appropriation  by  the  Town  for  teaching,  fuel  and  care 
of  School-rooms,  was  - --  --  --  - $11,000  00 

Received  from  State,  (School  Fund,)  - - 207  59 

“ “ County  (Dog  Licenses,)  - - 526  23 


Total,  $11,733  82 

Amount  paid  for  teaching,  - - - $9,932  15 
Fuel  and  care  of  rooms,  - - - - 1.08622 

Due  and  unpaid,  ------  65  75  11.084  12 


Balance  unexpended. 


649  70 
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Tlie  amount  appropriated  for  repairs,  incidentals,  supplies. 


and  supervision,  was  - --  --  --  - $2,000  00 

Amount  paid  for  same,  - --  --  --  - 2.257  02 

Excess  over  appropriation,  - --  --  --  257  02 


Included  in  the  expenditures  for  repairs  and  incidentals,  is 
$540.  paid  for  repairs  of  School-house  in  Dist.  No.  3, 
$150  paid  for  painting  High  School-house  and  grading 
avenue  to  the  same,  and  $150  for  books  of  reference  and 
apparatus  in  connection  with  the  new  course  of  study  adopt- 
ed by  the  Committee. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION. 

To  relieve  the  pressure  caused  by  the  large  and  increasing 
number  of  pupils  in  Districts  No.  1 and  6,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  reoriranize  those  schools  and  establish  a Grammar  School 
in  the  Hall  of  the  High  School-house.  The  cost  of  furnish- 
ing that  room  for  such  a school  would  be  about  $40Q  and  is 
included  in  the  sum  asked  for,  for  incidentals. 

MUSIC. 

Vocal  Music  has  now  been  taught  three  full  years,  as  a 
regular  study  in  our  schools.  The  result  as  indicated  by  the 
progress  of  the  pupils  is  highly  gratifying.  To  give  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town  an  opportunity  to  note  this  progress,  two 
musical  exhibitions  have  been  held  of  the  High  and  Gram- 
mar Schools.  Notwithstanding  the  great  disadvantage  aris- 
ing from  the  fact  of  their  having  had  but  two  general  re- 
hearsals, and  the  necessity  of  arranging  130  pupils  upon  a 
platform  with  a capacity  for  not  more  than  three-fourths  of 
that  number,  we  think  the  large  number  of  our  towns- 
people, who  attended  those  exhibitions,  will  be  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  the  $500  which  it  costs  annually  to  maintain  this 
branch  is  wisely  expended. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 


The  High  School  now  contains  46  pupils.  This,  it  is  be- 
lieved, is  a larger  number  than  have  ever  before  at  any  one 


time  been  enrolled  in  that  school. 

The  admissions  have  been  as  follows  : 

From  No.  1,  Grammar  School,  - - - 3 

“ “3,  “ - 11 

“ “ 4,  Mixed,  “ _ _ - _ 1 

“ “ 6,  Grammar,  “ _ _ _ _ 3 

Total  admissions,  18 


Sixteen  of  tbe  above  number  joined  the  school. 

The  graduating  exercises  occurred  July  3,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  vote  of  the  Committee,  diplomas  were  present- 
ed to  the  following 

GRADUATES. 

Homer  Caleb  Boavman, 

Martha  Elinor  Grey. 

SUPERVISION. 

. Monthly  written  examinations  of  the  first  classes  in  the  Gram- 
mar Schools  have  been  continued,  and  bi-monthly  written  ex- 
aminations are  now  required  by  the  new  regulations  for  all  the 
classes  above  the  Primary,  as  a test  of  their  progress  under, 
and  adherence  to  a new  and  uniform  course  of  study,  which 
has  been  adopted  for  all  the  schools  from  Primary  to  High 
School.  This  is  the  first  attempt  in  the  history  of  the  Can- 
ton schools  to  introduce  a uniform  course  of  study,  and  the 
statement  of  your  Superintendent,  that  it  will  require  several 
years  to  bring  the  schools  wholly  to  the  new  system  indicates 
the  radical  character  of  the  change,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  the  committee  have  undertaken.  Your  Commit- 
tee have  long  felt,  and  from  time  to  time  expressed  the  ur- 
‘gent  need  for  such  a system.  Action  has,  however,  been 
delayed  first,  by  their  conviction  of  their  own  inability  un- 
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aided  to  prepare  a suitable  course,  aud  secondly,  by  the  inad- 
equacy of  the  means  at  their  disposal  for  carrying  such  a sys- 
tem into  eifect.  Happily  the  former  obstacle  has  been  re- 
moved by  the  recent  publication  of  two  courses  of  study  cov- 
ering the  required  ground,  one  (accompanied  by  a Manu- 
al of  Methods,)  by  three  Supervisors  of  instruction  of  long  ex- 
perience, and  the  other,  by  an  association  of  the  School  Com- 
mittees of  Hampshire  County,  under  the  auspices  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education.  Your  Committee  have,  after  due  con- 
sideration, adopted  How  to  Teacli^''  the  Manual  of  ]\Ieth- 
ods,  above  referred  to,  including  the  course  therein  laid 
down,  as  on  the  whole  best  adapted  to  our  needs,  and 
a copy  of  that  work  has  been  placed  m the  hands  of 
every  teacher.  But  this  is  only  a short  step  in  the  di- 
rection of  accomplishing  the  results  sought  for.  Our  teach- 
ers must  be  persistently  trained  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple in  the  use  of  the  new  methods.  Failing  to  do  this  we 
fail  entirely,  as  not  one  teacher  in  a hundred  is  capable  of 
grasping  the  principle  and  applying  the  new  methods  unaid- 
ed. But  just  here  the  Committee  find  the  means  at  their  dis- 
posal entirely  inadequate.  Their  hands  are  tied.  They  con- 
tract with  a Superintendent  for  his  services  for  fifteen  hours 
a week,  and  a large  portion  of  this  time  is  necessarily  spent 
in  the  preparation  and  inspection  of  examination  papers  aud 
in  attending  to  other  important  matters  outside  the  school- 
room. Is  it  reasonable  to  expect  good  results  from  applian- 
ces thus  limited  ? No  more  reasonable  than  to  expect  good 
mechanical  work  to  be  produced  by  any  establishment,  one 
half  of  whose  workmen  are  apprentices,  and  all  are  employ- 
ed upon  new  and  untried  Avork,  AAuthout  the  constant  super- 
vision of  a skilled  master  mechanic.  What  is  true  of  our 
factories  and  Avorkshops  is  true  of  our  schools.  What  is 
true  economy  in  the  one  case  is  true  economy  in  the  other. 
What  Ave  spend  each  year  upon  our  schools  far  exceeds  Avhat 
we  spend  for  any  other  single  purpose.  It  certainly  be- 
hooves us  to  strive  to  obtain  the  very  best  return  for  this  ex- 


penditure.  To  do  less  than  this,  is,  so  far  as  we  come  short 
of  it,  to  waste  our  money.  What  then  is  the  remedy  for  this 
state  of  affairs  ? The  answer  has  already  been  anticipated. 
It  is  the  constant  application  of  skilled  supervision.  Your 
Committee'  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  ability  to  do  this 
work.  Your  Superintendent  can  devote  not  more  than  two 
days  in  the  week  to  it.  If  done  at  all,  and  we  have  tried  to 
shoAV  how  important  it  is  that  it  should  be  done,  it  must  be 
done  by  a Superintendent  who  can  devote  his  Avhole  time 
and  energy  to  this  work. 

The  State  Board  of  Education  in  its  last  annual  report  uses 
the  folloAving  language  in  relation  to  this  subject : 

” The  employment  of  an  experienced,  intelligent  leader, 
responsible  for  results,  is  as  necessay  in  school  affairs,  as  it 
is,  and  is  acknowledged  to  be,  in  all  other  organizations  and 
occupations ; a leader  Avho  shall  spend  all  his  time  and 
strength  in  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  schools,  and 
who  shall  be  constantly  devising  new  means  for  their  im- 
provement, so  that  there  may  be  an  adequate  return  for  Avhat 
is  expended.” 

No  truer  Avord  Avas  ever  spoken  than  that  uttered  by  John 
Quincy  Adaais,  Chairman  of  the  Qaincy  School  Committee^ 
Avhen  he  said  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  School  Com- 
mittees of  Norfolk  County,  that  “ the  School  Committee 
man  as  the  sole  manager  of  schools  is  played  out.  The  ne- 
cessity of  the  hour  demands  the  employment  for  this  purpose 
of  the  trained  specialist,  Avho,  going  betAveen  the  School  Com- 
mittees and  the  schools,  shall  bring  to  his  Avork  the  best 
thu light  and  experience  of  the  times,  and  be  held  responsible 
for  the  results.”  Meetings  of  the  School  Committees  of  sev- 
eral other  Counties  have  been  held,  at  Avhich  this  question  of 
supervision  has  been  considered,  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
movement  along  the  Avhole  line  in  its  favor.  Quincy  and 
Weymouth  both  find  their  interest  in  the  employment  of 
professional  superintendents,  and  one  only  need  visit  the 
schools  in  those  toAvns  to  be  convinced  of  the  Avisdom  and 
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economy  of  their  course.  Of  the  results  accomplished  in 
Quincy,  in  two  years,  the  Board  of  Education  speaks  as  fol- 
lows : 

” Quincy  furnishes  a striking  example  of  what  can  be  ac- 
complished, even  in  a short  time,  through  the  right  kind  of 
superintendence.  Two  years  ago  the  schools  there  were 
about  on  a par  with  those  of  the  average  town.  In  less  than 
a year  after  they  were  placed  under  the  charge  of  Col.  F.  W. 
Parker,  the  teachers  had  become  indoctrinated  with  his  ideas 
and  methods,  and  had  caught  his  enthusiasm.  In  conse- 
quence, the  schools  were  wonderfully  transformed.  The 
Primary  schools  deserve  special  mention.  I made  a careful 
comparison  of  their  methods,  and  the  results  obtained,  with 
those  of  the  best  Primary  Schools  I knew,  in  town  or  city, 
and  was  surprised  at  the  general  superiority  of  the  (Quincy 
work.” 

Milton  voted,  at  its  last  town  meeting,  to  employ  a super- 
intendent, and  your  Committee  have  come  to  the  unanimous 
conclusion  that  Canton,  which  was  one  of  the  first  country 
towns  to  choose  a partial  Superintendent,  will  consult  her 
best  and  truest  interest  by  placing  at  the  disposal  ol  the  Com- 
mittee the  means  for  employing  full  supervision,  and  have 
included  in  their  estimates  below  the  cost  of  such  super- 
vision. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  1878. 

The  Committee  estimate  the  expenses  for  1878  as  follows  : 

For  teachers’  salaries,  , - - - $10,000  00 

For  fuel  and  care  of  school-rooms,  - - 1.000  00 

11.000  00 

Estimatins:  the  School  Fund  and  dos:  licenses  at  700  00 

AVe  have  a balance  to  be  appropriated  to  teach- 
ing, fuel,  and  care  of  school  rooms  of  - - 10.300  00 

For  repairs,  incidentals,  and  supplies  including 
printing,  insurance,  cost  of  supervision  and  $400, 
for  furnishing  High  School  Hall  for  Grammar 
School,  -------------  2.700  00 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures,- that  your  Commit- 
tee propose  to  maintain  one  more  school  than  last  year,  in  a 
room  fitted  up  at  an  expense  of  $400  and  secure  full  super- 
vision of  the  schools  without  any  increase  in  the  appropria- 
tion. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Your  Committee  take  pleasure  in  recording  the  gratifying 
fact  that  there  has  been  for  several  years  a steady  improve- 
ment in  the  attendance  of  pupils.  Never  before  have  there 
been  recorded  so  large  a number  of  names  in  the  Roll  of 
Honor. 


Pdttorlani. 

The  death  in  February  last,  of  Miss  Alice  H.  Lowry,  for 
many  years  one  of  our  most  faithful  and  efficient  teachers 
called  forth  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  offered  by 
Mr.  A.  C.  Kollock,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Board. 

Whereas^  It  has  pleased  an  All-wise  and  loving  Providence 
to  remove  by  death  Miss  Alice  H.  Lowry,  who  has  for  eleven 
years  been  a teacher  in  our  Public  Schools, — therefore 

Resolved^  That  we,  the  School  Committee  of  Canton, 
hereby  express  our  appreciation  of  her  high  merits  as  a 
teacher,  and  of  the  rare  and  noble  qualities  which  endeared 
her  to  those  under  her  charge,  and  gained  for  her  a host  of 
friends  in  this  community. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  her  relatives,  and  more  im- 
mediate companions,  our  sincere  condolence  in  this  hour  of 
their  bereavement,  and  commend  them  to  the  God  in  whom 
their  loved  one  found  repose. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  published  in  the  Can- 
ton Journal,  and  that  a copy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  her  be- 
reaved family. 
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The  figures  at  the  right  indicate  the  number  of  times  tardv. 


Names  of  those  not  absent  during  the  year. 


Ida  J.  Capen 
Arthur  B.  Kollock 
Gertrude  Capen 
Ella  G.  Richards 
Percy  M.  Leavitt 
Herbert  L.  Fenuo 
John  HeiTon 
Joseph  E.  Capper 
William  E.  Capper 
Annie  Galli^an 
Letitia  McCabe 
James  Galligan 
>rargaret  L.  Danahy — 1 
Minnie  F.  Smith — 2 
John  G.  Ester — 1 
Eva  King 

Ernest  T.  Capen — 2 


Names 

Ellen  Reardon  < 

Alice  W.  Ames 
I.  Chester  Horton 
Amy  A Downes 
Carrie  D.  Smith 
Alice  M.  Hunt — 1 
Annie  M.  Reed 
Mary  Sullivan 
Susan  A.  Herron 
A.  Lindsey  Williamson 
Jeremiah  Kailher — 3 
Cornelius  G.  Kaliher — I 
Viola  F.  Capper 
Timothy  Quill — 1 
Sarah  Earley 
Grace  O’Neill 
Catherine  A.  Cohan 
John  Drislane 
Thomas  Galliofan 
Mary  J.  Grealish 
William  H.  Creeden — 3 
John  W.  Coombs — 2 
George  S Clay — 3 
Susan  F.  Currant — I 
Edward  E.  Fuller 
Ellen  Reardon,  2d 
L.  Alonzo  Hodges — 17 
Maria  D Fisher 
Mary  A.  Cogan 
Elizabeth  Roarke 
Mary  Block 
Arthur  A.  Tucker 


I Julia  A.  Crane 
Mary  A.  Seavey 
A.  L.  Hewett 
A.  Hermon  Gill 
I Charlotte  M.  Endicott 
1 Helen  E.  Endicott 
John  Kailher — 1 
Ellen  F.  Bride 
John  A.  Fisher 
Hannah  Murphy 
Jeremiah  Buckley — 1 
Martin  J.  Kahher 
John  W.  Thomas — I 
Emma  B.  Wentworth 
Sarah  E.  Fisher 
J.  Oliver  Morrow 
George  H.  Jenkins 
John  J.  McCabe 


Ellen  Clarke 
Emma  F.  Pitcher 
Annie  S.  Mackintosh 
Thomas  H.  Dunn. 
Edward  J.  Welch 
Helen  M.  Marshall— 1 
Annie  Clarke — 2 
A.  Amy  Cave 
AdaL.*  Timmins 
I Harry  F.  Davenport — 1 
I Abbie  J.  Davenport — 3 
‘ Thomas  D.  Lynch 
I Timothy  Leary 
i John  F.  Kellilier 
Mary  Fox— 2 
; Dennis  Cohan — 1 
: EUen  McGahan 
i Conielius  Healey 
Edmund  H.  Hoimes 
Charles  M.  Harding — 1 
; Robert  E.  Llo}'d 
; George  E.  Howard 
; Helen  M.  Tucker 
i L.  Etta  May 
‘ Albert  Meadows — 2 
' Frederie  A.  Howaixl 
' Avery  S.  Briggs 
, Ira  C.  Mai-den — 10 
John  E.  Dunn — I 
; John  Carey 
1 Catherine  A.  Chisel — 1 
Elvira  S.  Carr 


J.  D.  Dunbai' — 2 
Marion  A.  Bowman 
Winthrop  Packard — 2 
Alice  M.  Horton 
A.  Isabel  Williams 
Thomas  Herron — 3 
Thomas  Henneberry 
Ellen  Danahy — 1 
Frank  Lynch — 1 
Blake  A.'Pitcher 
Fred.  R.  Foss 
Julia  Burke 
.Annie  E.  Capper 
Abby  A.  Withington — f 
George  A.  Hodges — 5 
Annie  Block 
William  B.  Kollock 


j MiUie  E.  Wentworth 
j David  Finigan 
I Oakes  Ames 
1 Nellie  F.  Saunders 
I John  8.  Mackintosh 
j Mary  G.  Snow 
I GeorgieE  Downes 
I Irene  M.  Everett 
j Ernest  C.  Hosmer — 1 
I Annie  Shine — 10 
j Roger  S.  Davenport 
I John  Cronin 
I Thomas  Costello 
' James  H.  Lloyd 
' Cathei-ine  Kelliher 
i Harry  H.  Saunders 
j Josiah  Bunn 
I Ellen  Drislane 
Isabella  Grimes 
('atherine  E.  Costello— 2 
Elizabeth  Flynn 
Lillian  M.  Hardintr — 3 
: Ida  R.  Billings 
Mary  E.  Reardon 
Ellen  Reardon- 1st. — 1 
James  B.  Noyes — 1 
Peter  Corr 
Jessie  M.  Cram 
‘ Catherine  Murphy 
Dennis  J.  O.  Riordan — 1 
Amy  G.  Smith — i 
Mary  Casey 


of  those  not  absent  during  two.  terms. 
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Edna  Tucker 
J.  Henry  Mori  ow 
I^ucy  A.  Freeman 
Sarah  McKenna 

Names  of 


\ Lucius  W.  Conant 
I Joanna  Connor 
i Maud  A.  Linfield 
j Annie  E.  Shaw 

those  not  absent  during 


Homer  C.  BoAvman 
Angenette  Wiswall 
John  C.  Gerald 
^Villiam  E.  McPherson 
John  A.  Williams 
Annie  D.  Williams 
Henry  W.  Estey — 5 
Ellen  M.  SAveeney — 1 
Mary  J.  Sweeney — 1 
Frank  Crowther — 1 


William  W.  Partridge 
Ella  L.  Hunt — 3 
Timothy  IMeCarty — 2 
Thomas  B.  Mabbott 
Catherine  Donovan — 1 
Annie  M.  Leary 
William  H.  Russell 
James  Connell 
David  Roach — 5 
iSIary  A Mabbott 
Lucy  jM.  Deane 
Rosanna  O’Nt  ill 
Thomas  Rcilley 
Janies  Biady — 3 
G.  Albert  Billings 


Herbert  T.  Seavey 
Annie  Sullivan 
Daniel  Dineen 
Annie  Gallery 
Jeremiah  Carniff. 

Bridget  Cunningham 
Herbert  A.  Billin*>\s 
Ellen  J.  (-lalligan — 1 
George  Thomas — 2 
George  A.  Harrington — 3 
Sarah  L.  Coombs 
INlary  E.  Richards — 1 
Catherine  Flynn 
Margaret  E.  O’Neill 
Martha  A.  Clay 
Amos  H.  Estey — 3 
Augusta  Sawyer — o 
Daniel  Collins 
Ella  E.  liriggs 
George  E.  Hancock 
Catherine  A.  Linehan — 1 
Margery  S.  Wattles 
James  L.  Smith — I 
Robert  Kerrigan 
D.  Viola  Harrington 
Walter  H.  Preble 


1 Lucy  E.  Seavey 
Alice  S.  Smith 
Rose  A.  Chapman 
Thomas  Tapper,  Jr. 

I May  A.  Sumner 

j Robert  Bird,  Jr. 

I Edward  Everett 
George  Meadows 
Monora  Cronon — 2 
Edmund  Roach — 2 
Margaret  Kailher 
Ellis  E.  Farrington 
Charles  McCarty — 2 
William  F.  Spencer 
Alice  Fox 
John  Carniff — t 
Julia  A.  Connell 
Thomas  Hanlon 
Catherine  Hanlon 
Margaret  AVhitc 
Ellen  Kaliher 
Sarah  A.  Roach — 5 
Teresa  Hallidan 
Ilonora  Creeden — 1 
Daniel  T Gallivan — 1 
EllaF.  Billings 
M.  Agnes  White 
Charles  J.  Galligan 
Jane  E Healey 
John  Fox 
James  Cadigan — 1 
James  T.  Thomas 
Christopher  Myers 
Eliza  E.  PerUins 
Fred  F.  Seavey — 1 
GenevieVe  Farrington 
Edmond  II.  Bowler 
Flora  A.  Fellows 
Henry  D.  Deane 
Mabel  Starr — 1 
Lilia  Mann 
Flora  B.  Fuller — 1 
William  P.  Murdock — 1 
Mary  E.  Collins 
C.  Elmer  Carroll 
William  H.  Hodges 
James  C.  Ryan — 8 
James  Chisel 
Mary  E.  Dennison 
Ellen  McGuiggan 
Sarah  McGuiggan 


Frank AV.  Dunbar 
Mildred  M.  Dunbar 
Mary  McCarty 
IVIary  L.  Galligan 

one  term. 

George  11.  Capen 
Florence  A.  Cobb — 1 
Samuel  Meadows 
Mary  O.  AVenGvorth 
Sarah  A.  Chapman 
Lawrence  Clinton — 2 
H.  Archibald  Ferry 
Agnes  M.  Bright 
James  F.  Lyons 
Emma  J.  Leeman 
Clara  Hunt 
Lawrence  Horton 
George  II.  Smith — 1 
Catherine  E.  Buckley 
Elizabeth  Grimes 
George  H.  Lyons 
Mary  AVithington 
George  McGuire — 1 
John  Sheehan 
Catherine  Danahy — 1 
Elizabeth  Lynch — 2 
Patrick  Ring 
Johanna  Shea 
Margaret  Murphy 
Herbert  A . Morse 
Margaret  Ryan 
John  Leary 
James  Lynch 
Eleanor  II.  Russell — 1 
James  T}  uan 
Alexander  Healey — 1 
Susanna  A.  Gilligan 
Frederic  E.  Billings 
Peter  Grimes 
Annie  Buckley 
hi  la  M Harrington 
James  E.  McPherson 
Mabel  F.  Linfield 
Esther  J.  Martin 
Mary  E.  AA^ithington 
Alice  E Haskins — 2 
Frederic  W.  Reed 
Mary  B.  Murdock — 1 
Rosanna  Roarke — 1 
James  E.  Meehan 
Cora  M.  Oliver 
Edward  D.  Kollock 
Catherine  C.  Finigan — 1 
Daniel  Chisel 
Charles  J.  Waters — 1 
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The  Committee  commend  to  your  {ittention  the  Report  of 
the  Superintendent  hereto  attached. 

J.  MASON  EVERETT,  ' 

GEO.  F.  SUMNER, 

J.  W.  >YATTLES, 

ISAAC  HOR  fON, 

JESSE  FENNO,  y School  Committee. 

GEO.  E.  DOWNES, 

THOMAS  LONERGAN, 

ARTHUR  C.  KOLLOCK, 

V.  G.  MESSINGER. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 


Gentlemen  of  the  School  Committee : 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : — 
At  the  beginning  of  the  School  Year  the  schools  were  in 
charge  of  the  following  teachers  : 


High  School, 

“ “ Assistant, 

Dist.  No.  1,  Grammar, 

4 4 < 4 4 4 Primary, 

“ “2  Mixed, 

“ “3  Grammar, 


Primary 


Mr.  Clarence  H.  Berry, 

Miss  Mary  L.  Prescott, 

Mr.  Geo.  W.  Capen, 

Miss  Charlotte  Tucker, 

Miss  Helen  G.  Kinsley, 

Mr-  Herbert  L.  Morse, 

“ Miss  Ella  M.  Hill, 

Intermediate,  Miss  Alice  H.  Lowry, 

“ Miss  Lucie  A.  Hall, 

Miss  Eldora  A.  Drake, 

Miss  Emma  P.  Bense, 

Miss  Carrie  L.  Shattuck, 

Miss  M.  Ella  Deane, 

Miss  Eliza  A.  Sujmner, 

Miss  Mary  J.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Jeremiah  E.  Earle, 

Miss  E.  Florence  Faunce, 

“ “7  Intermediate,  Mrs.  Abb Y J Snow, 

4 4 4 4 4 4 Primary,  Miss  Mary  Scollard. 

M^ith  the  exception  that  three  transfers  were  made,  these 
teachers  were  employed  until  within  three  weeks  of  the 
close  of  the  year,  when  Miss  Lowry  was  obliged  to  leave  her 
school  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  died  before  the  term 


“ 4 Mixed, 
“5 

“ 6 Grammar, 
4 4 4 4 Primary, 
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ended.  Miss  Lowry  had  been  a teacher  in  the  schools  of 
District  No.  3 for  eleven  years,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  her 
position  so  ably  and  conscientiously,  that  she  will  long  be 
affectionately  remembered  by  her  associate  teachers,  and  the 
parents  of  the  district. 

The  “ Koll  of  Honor”  submitted  to  your  attention,  con- 
tains 312  names,  42  more  than  last  year.  To  show  the  effect 
of  printing  the  names  in  the  School  Eeport,  I give  the  num- 
ber of  names  in  each  part  of  the  Eoll  for  each  year  that  it  has 
been  published,  and  also  the  aggregate  reduced  to  single 
terms. 

1874,  3 Terms,  10;  2 Terms,  30;  1 Term,  94;  Agg’te,  184 


1875,  “ “ 

20;  ‘‘ 

“ 64 ; “ 

“ 128; 

“ 316 

1376,  “ “ 

GO 

CO 

“ 66  ; “ 

“ 133; 

“ 379 

1877,  “ “ 

54;  “ 

“ 81;“ 

“ 135; 

“ 459 

1878,  “ “ 

52;  “ 

“ 108  ; “ 

“ 152; 

“ 524 

The  number  of  tardy  marks  upon  the  list  is  this  year  198 
against  171  last  year.  It  must  be  remembered  that  a pupil’s 
name  is  not  placed  upon  this  list  if  he  enters  school  after  the 
first  half-day  of  the  term,  or  closes  his  connection  with  the 
school,  before  the  end  of  the  term.  There  are  a number  of 
other  pupils  who  are  deserving  of  credit  for  their  punctual 
attendance,  but  who  have  been  absent  on  account  of  sickness 
or  other  unavoidable  causes. 

The  average  attendance  as  compared  with  the  whole  num- 
ber of  pupils  attending  the  schools,  is  this  year  84  per  cent., 
being  a gain  of  one  per  cent,  over  last  year. 

The  change  of  reading  books,  voted  by  the  committee  the 
past  winter,  has  been  completed  in  the  lowest  classes.  Some 
of  the  higher  classes  have  made  the  change  and  others  are 
about  to  do  so.  By  the  first  of  September  the  change  should 
be  completed.  In  some  towns  where  text  books  are  provi- 
ded for  the  pupils,  twenty-five  or  more  copies  of  readers  of 
several  different  series  are  furnished,  and  each  school  takes  a 
different  kind.  After  the  pupils  have  read  once  through  the 
books  the  schools  make  an  exchano’e,  thus  o^ivins^  the  scholars 

O’.  O O 
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much  more  practice  in  reading  at  sight,  than  is  obtained  by 
going  repeatedly  over  the  stories  with  which  many  are  so 
familiar  as  to  be  able  to  repeat  the  lessons  almost  word  for 
word.  As  a change  has  so  lately  been  made  in  readers,  the 
system  would  not  be  advisable  in  onr  schools  this  year,  al- 
though it  is  possible  that  it  may  soon  be  so. 

The  new  course  of  study  adopted  for  the  grammar  and  low- 
er grades,  is  in  some  respects  so  different  from  the  old  one, 
that  several  years  will  be  required  to  bring  the  schools  wholly 
to  the  new  system.  As  the  teachers  become  familiar  with  the 
details,  it  will  also  be  found  that  the  ground  to  be  covered 
in  each  year’s  study  will  need  some  modification.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Fall  Term,  the  second  class  in  the  Grammar 
Schools  was  started  in  American  History,  so  that  that  branch 
was  already  in  conformity  with  the  new  course  at  its  adop- 
tion. The  text-book  in  grammar  for  the  two  highest 
grades,  adopted  by  the  Committee  in  February,  is  not  adapted 
to  the  course  of  study  as  laid  down  in  the  Teachers’  Manual, 
and  I would  recommend  that  your  action  on  that  subject  be 
reconsidered,  as  the  'Hligher  Lessons  in  English”  by  Reed  and 
Kellogg,  is  much  better  suited  to  the  course.  It  not  only 
contains  more  and  better  exercises  in  sentence-building,  than 
“ Swinton’s  Language  Lessons”,  but  also  abundant  quotations 
from  many  of  the  most  noted  modern  English  writers.  This 
is  a valuable  feature  of  the  work,  as  it  is  well  known  that  a 
good  model  is  as  necessary  for  those  studying  English  com- 
position, as  any  amount  of  work  in  correcting  sentences  like 
“ Mary  sings  sweet”  which  every  pupil  in  the  higher  primary 
schools  should  be  able  to  do.  Indeed  the  “ Language  Les- 
sons” is,  according  to  its  author’s  own  statement,  intended 
for  those  wholly  below  the  grade  of  our  Grammar  Schools. 
Any  teacher  ought  to  be  able  to  give  better  blanks  to  be 
filled,  and  better  lessons  in  Language,  and  I have  no  doubt 
that  our  Intermediate  and  Primary  teachers  can  do  so. 

The  High  School  is  in  a very  good  condition.  The  num- 
ber of  scholars  admitted  in  September  was  18,  of  whom  16 
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entered  the  school  and  have  remained  to  the  present  time. 
The  other  classes  contain  10  members  each.  As  the  ofradua- 
ting  class  consisted  of  but  two  members,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  school  has  about  12  more  pupils  than  for  several  years. 
The  class  in  Natural  Philosophy  for  some  reason,  does  not 
seem  to  do  as  well  as  I had  expected.  Most  of  its  members 
appear  to  have  very  indefinite  ideas  of  the  science,  and  do  not 
take  much  interest  in  the  recitations.  This  is  caused  by  the 
imperfect  text-book,  the  want  of  apparatus,  and  the  promi- 
nence given  to  theory.  Too  much  time  is  spent  upon  formu- 
las which  are  far  beyond  the  comprehension  of  the  scholars. 
What  is  needed  by  most  of  them  is  a course  of  simple  exper- 
iments, which  will  illustrate  the  subjects  under  consideration. 
This  study  is  a highly  important  one  to  all  persons,  and  es- 
pecially to  those  who  are  to  engage  in  aii}^  mechanical  pur- 
suit. 

As  is  well  known  to  the  Committee,  there  is  no  English 
Course  in  the  High  School.  A pupil  who  enters  is  virtually 
compelled  to  study  Latin  for  three  years.  So  far  as  I know 
all  other  towns  have  an  English  Course  for  those  who  do  not 
wish  to  take  a Classical  Course.  While  I am  not  in  favor  of 
a lower  standard  fc:>r  the  High  School,  I think  that  those  who 
i^eed  an  English  Course  should  have  the  privilege. 

The  Grammar  School  in  Dist.  No.  1 has  remained  so  full 
that  no  promotions  were  made  from  the  Primary  Depart- 
ment. For  this  reason,  both  teachers  have  h;id  through  the 
winter,  more  work  than  they  ought  to  have.  The  number 
will  diminish  soon,  as  several  of  the  older  ones  generally 
leave  to  go  to  work  when  spring  opens.  If  however,  the 
school  is  as  full  next  Winter,  it  is  probable  that  an  assistant 
will  be  needed. 

The  Grammar  School  in  Dist.  No.  3,  which  has  for  several 
years  maintained  a low  rank,  has  improved  considerably  dur- 
ing the  year  in  Arithmetic , but  declined  in  Geography . On  the 
whole,  however,  its  standing  is  better  than  last  year,  eight 
scholars  passing  the  examination  for  the  High  School,  although 
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at  the  time  of  making  my  last  report,  I did  not  expect  more 
than  four  or  five  would  be  able  to  do  so. 

The  written  examinations  in  the  first  class  of  the  Grammar 
Schools  have  been  given  throughout  the  year,  and  furnish,  I 
think,  the  best  means  of  judging  of  the  qualifications  of  those 
applying  for  admission  to  the  High  School.  I intended  to 
fjive  the  first  of  the  written  examination  of  the  lower  classes 
at  the  end  of  the  Winter  term,  but  was  unable  to  do  so  at 
that  time.  These  classes  are  not  yet  so  closely  together  in 
their  studies  that  I should  place  much  value  upon  such  tests. 
The  first  written  examinations  for  these  classes  will  be  given 
in  the  course  of  a month. 

The  book  called  “ How  to  Teach  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, is  in  the  main  a very  good  book,  as  it  certainly  ought 
to  be  coming  from  those  who  have  made  the  study  of  teach- 
ing the  business  of  their  lives.  Yet  it  can  be  made  the  ba- 
sis of  mechanical  teaching  just  as  easily  as  the  most  abstractly 
scientific  text-book  that  ever  was  written.  Especially  is 
this  the  case  if  everything  contained  in  the  book  is  blindly 
taught.  Among  other  things  in  it  which  should  not  be  taught 
are  “ 2 quarts  make  1 small  measure,”  ‘‘  58  lbs.  make  1 
bushel  of  corn,”  “ 9 cubic  feet  make  1 cubic  yard,”  &c.  I 
also  doubt  the  advisability  of  expecting  teachers  to  give  in- 
struction in  Zoology,  a subject  which  it  is  impossible  that 
many  of  them  can  understand.  Some  of  the  chromos  which 
are  supposed  to  furnish  the  objects  for  these  object-lessons 
are  so  poor  that  they  can  give  but  a slight  smattering  of  the 
science  and  furnish  a striking  illustration  of  Art  Education 
in  Massachusetts. 

One  great  fault  in  many  schools  is  the  attempt  to  hear  a 
large  class  recite  at  one  time.  Very  few  if  any  teachers  can 
hold  the  attention  of  more  than  12  or  14  pupils,  and  in  pri- 
mary classes  the  best  teachers  do  not  attempt  to  attend  to 
more  than  8 or  10  at  once.  If  the  class  is  larger  it  should 
be  divided  into  sections. 

I would  recommend  ^4jiat  the  music  teacher  make  a pro- 
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gramme  of  his  hours  for  visiting  each  school,  and  that  it 
should  then  be  adopted  by  the  Committee,  as  the  irregularity 
of  the  lessons  interferes  somewhat  with  the  other  studies  of 
the  schools. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  report  some  of  the  school-houses 
need  wells,  and  the  subject  of  ventilation  also  requires  atten- 
tion. 

In  conclusion,  I would  say  that  the  schools  appear  to  be 
in  good  condition.  The  art  of  teaching  is  emphatically  a 
practical  one.  A knowledge  of  the  theories  of  this  art  is  a 
necessary  part  of  the  education  of  a good  teacher,  but  sound 
common  sense,  and  a habit  of  observation  are  even  more  es- 
sential. . The  theory  and  experimental  practice  of  chemistiy 
seem  very  simple  so  long  as  the  pure  elements  only  are  used, 
but  the  actual  separation  of  metals  from  their  ores  or  the 
production  of  good  colors  by  the  process  of  dyeing,  are  tasks 
requiring  manual  skill  and  good  judgment.  The  operation 
must  be  varied  according  to  the  coml)inations  in  which  the 
metal  exists,  or  sometimes  a chemical  change  must  be  arrest- 
ed at  a particular  stage.  So  the  teacher  needs  to  take  into 
consideration  the  capacity  and  surroundings  of  the  pupil,  and 
alter  the  mode  of  teaching,  as  the  varying  needs  of  the  class 
seem  to  require.  For  like  reasons  a system  which  works 
well  in  one  place  may  not  be  successful  in  another.  To  car- 
ry the  parallel  with  chemistry  a step  farther,  the  most  valua- 
ble results  are  not  those  which,  like  the  electric  light  or  stron- 
tian  flame,  dazzle  with  their  brilliancy,  or  give  splendor  to  a 
display  of  pyrotechnics,  but  rather  those  which  silently  per- 
form their  work  as  the  same  electricity  spreads  knowledge 
throughout  the  world  ly  means  of  the  telegraph  or  electro- 
type plate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FREDERIC  EXDICOTT, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

At  a meeting  of  the  School  Committee  of  Canton,  held  Wed- 
nesday, March  20,  1878,  the  foregoing  reports  were  adopted  as 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee. 

Attest,!  ARTHUR  C.  KOLLOCK,  Secretary. 


*[iieludini^  !^iOO  special  appropriation  for  fence  in  Dist  No.  3.  Whole  nuiuher  of  chiKlren  May  1,  1877,  between  the  ages  of  5 anrl  lo,  9Q  5. 
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